
North Dakota  

Association of  
School Psychologists 
 

 

Fall 2021 Virtual Conference 
Friday, October 29, 2021 

 Online through Zoom 
 

Conference Schedule “NASP Policy and Advocacy” 
 
This session will focus on pertinent issues in 
school psychology and how to advocate for 
school psychologists at local, state and federal 
levels.  The role of the school psychologist is 
being threatened by other professions, 
funding, legislature and lack of knowledge 
about what school psychologists can provide 
in a school setting.  This session will provide 
you with a background in advocacy and 
practical, easy strategies you can use in the 
field. 

8:30 AM President’s Welcome 
School Psychologist of the Year 
Delegate / GPR Update 

9:00 AM Becca Murdoch & Dr. Kelly Vaillancourt 
Strobach 
“NASP Policy and Advocacy” 

   
 

12:00 PM Lunch on own 
“Addressing Microaggressions and 
Discrimination to Build School Climate” 
 
The purpose of this session is to increase 
attendees’ knowledge of microaggressions 
and their impact on students, provide guidance 
on appropriate ways to respond to 
microaggressions, and discuss strategies to 
support students who have experienced 
microaggressions, so they feel more 
connected to the school.  

1:00 PM Celeste Malone 
“Addressing Microaggressions and 
Discrimination to Build School Climate” 

4:00 PM Executive Board Meeting 

 

Cost  Registration 
 NDASP Member Non-Member Student  Online at  

https://squareup.com/store/north-dakota-association-

of-school-psychologists/ 

Link for the conference will be sent close to the date 

of the conference and upon payment received. 

 

Full Day $75 $130 $25  

Morning Only $49 $79 $15  

Afternoon Only $49 $79 $15  

 
 

NDASP MISSION: 
NDASP empowers school psychologists by advancing professional standards and effective practices to promote healthy 

environments for all students and to improve student learning, behavior and mental health. 

https://squareup.com/store/north-dakota-association-of-school-psychologists/
https://squareup.com/store/north-dakota-association-of-school-psychologists/


North Dakota  

Association of  

School Psychologists 
 

 

Morning Speakers  Afternoon Speaker 

 

Becca Murdoch & Dr. Kelly Vaillancourt 
Strobach 

  

Celeste Malone, PhD, MS 

 
Becca Murdoch is the Manager of Policy and Advocacy for the 
National Association of School Psychologists (NASP). In her 
role at NASP, Becca works with public policy makers, 
educational and health professionals, and other stakeholders in 
education and mental health to advocate for the importance 
and value of school psychology, school psychologists and 
school psychological services. She represents NASP in the 
Child, Adolescent, Education Working Group of the Mental 
Health Liaison Group, collaborating with other organizations on 
efforts to improve the mental health and well-being of students. 
Before joining NASP, Becca served as a legislative 
correspondent in the office of Senator Doug Jones (AL) on a 
portfolio that included education, agriculture, and immigration 
issues. She graduated from the University of Alabama’s 
College of Communication and Information Sciences with a 
B.A. in 2017.   
 
Dr. Kelly Vaillancourt Strobach is the Director of Policy and 
Advocacy for the National Association of School Psychologists, 
where she works collaboratively with public policy makers, 
educational and health professionals, and elected officials to 
advocate for the importance and value of school psychology, 
school psychologists and school psychological services. She 
also represents NASP on a number of coalitions working to 
advocate for public policies and practices that support NASP’s 
mission and serves on the Board of Directors for the Committee 
for Education Funding and the Title-IVA coalition.  Prior to 
joining the NASP staff in 2011, Kelly spent seven years 
practicing as a school psychologist in Loudoun County Public 
Schools (VA).  Dr. Strobach has developed, authored, and 
coauthored numerous articles and resources, including 
NASP's Framework for Safe and Successful Schools and has 
presented nationally on issues related to school safety, school 
mental health, effective discipline policies, and the relationship 
between education policy and school practices. Kelly earned 
her BA in Psychology from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, her MA and Certificate of Advanced Study (CAS) in 
School Psychology from Appalachian State University, and her 
PhD in Education Policy at George Mason University.   
 

 Celeste Malone, PhD, MS, is an associate professor and 
coordinator of the school psychology program at Howard 
University. She received her MS in school counseling from 
Johns Hopkins University, her PhD in school psychology from 
Temple University, and completed a postdoctoral fellowship 
in child clinical and pediatric psychology at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine. Dr. Malone’s primary 
research interest relates to multicultural and diversity issues 
embedded in the training and practice of school psychology. 
Specifically, her work addresses the development of 
multicultural competence through education and training, 
diversification of the profession of school psychology, and the 
relationship between culturally responsive practice and PK-
12 student outcomes. Related to her interest in professional 
issues in school psychology, Dr. Malone has continuously 
held leadership positions in psychology professional 
associations. She is an elected member of the American 
Psychological Association (APA) Board of Educational 
Affairs, the governance group which develops policies for 
education and training in psychology. Dr. Malone is also the 
President-Elect of the National Association of School 
Psychologists (NASP) and will serve as the 2022-2023 NASP 
President. Notably, she will be the second person of color to 
ever serve in this role. Dr. Malone has been recognized for 
her ongoing leadership and commitment to social justice in 
psychology by presidential recognitions from NASP, the 
Maryland School Psychologists’ Association, and APA 
Division 16 School Psychology. 

 
*Disabilty statement 

 
 

NDASP MISSION: 
NDASP empowers school psychologists by advancing professional standards and effective practices to promote healthy 

environments for all students and to improve student learning, behavior and mental health. 


